In this city it does not appear to have been much seen till of late, at least I do not find any deaths from it in the registrar general's reports, previous to the year 1861. Indeed, the name diphtheria does not appear on the lists at all till that year.
There were then, however, reported for the twelve months no fewer than thirty-two deaths from this disease; and to show that it is still prevailing, and indeed rather on the increase, I am sorry to say that for the first four months of this present year the number of deaths reported amounts to twenty-four, making a total of fifty-six deaths from diphtheria in this city, all occurring within the space of sixteen months. Now, the ages at which these deaths occurred are worthy of notice; for I find that of the whole number fifty-six, thirty-four deaths took place in children under five years; sixteen, between the ages of five and twenty, most of them probably under ten ; only five happened between the ages of twenty and sixty, and Of all the medicines proposed, perhaps the most likely to be of use is the tincture of the muriate of iron. It should be given in frequently-repeated doses. It is a strong tonic, and has been much recommended in diseases of a low asthenic character, and when the blood is believed to be in a deteriorated condition. As to local applications, most practitioners give the preference to a
